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Four Years of Innovation and Continuity in U.S. 

Policy: Arms Control and International Security 

Since January 2017 
by Christopher A. Ford  

In this ACIS Paper, Assistant Secretary Ford looks across the policy arenas 
covered by the State Department’s “T” family of bureaus to provide a survey 

and summary of policy development and innovation in key issue areas since 

the current U.S. administration took office in January 2017.

post-Cold War international security agenda 
was set in place

https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-Sandia-Disarmament-Retrospective-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-Sandia-Disarmament-Retrospective-508.pdf
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destabilizing geopolitical revisionism 
has become a key feature of the security environment

revanchist PRC increasingly seeking to restructure the 
international order around itself

 

2017 National Security Strategy

Indo-Pacific Strategy National Cyber 
Strategy

 

https://www.state.gov/ideological-grievance-states-and-nonproliferation-china-russia-and-iran/
https://www.state.gov/ideological-grievance-states-and-nonproliferation-china-russia-and-iran/
https://www.state.gov/technology-and-power-in-chinas-geopolitical-ambitions/
https://www.state.gov/technology-and-power-in-chinas-geopolitical-ambitions/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Free-and-Open-Indo-Pacific-4Nov2019.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/National-Cyber-Strategy.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/National-Cyber-Strategy.pdf
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begin 
production of its illegal INF-class cruise missile

This author was the first U.S. official publicly to identify the actual Russian designator for this illegal missile, the 9M729, which NATO terms the 

SSC-8 SCREWDRIVER.  Moscow subsequently acknowledged the existence of such a system, and – tellingly – has included it in the Kremlin’s 

disingenuous INF-class “moratorium” proposal. 

call for new arms control with 
Russia, and with the PRC

https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-Sandia-Disarmament-Retrospective-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-Sandia-Disarmament-Retrospective-508.pdf
http://www.newparadigmsforum.com/NPFtestsite/?s=9m729&paged=3
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2020-11/news-briefs/russia-expands-proposal-moratorium-inf-range-missiles
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2020-11/news-briefs/russia-expands-proposal-moratorium-inf-range-missiles
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-paper-series-1-Arms-Control-Final-1-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-paper-series-1-Arms-Control-Final-1-508.pdf
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continues its nuclear buildup

We certainly hope that Vice President Biden’s public promise to the Russians that he would extent New START without conditions has not 

destroyed U.S. negotiating leverage for achieving a breakthrough on an unprecedented overall warhead cap.

that meet U.S. and 
allied security concerns

 

2018 Nuclear Posture Review

represents 
the world’s most successful nonproliferation tool

recapitalize the U.S. nuclear weapons infrastructure

new lower-yield nuclear warhead

modernized replacement for the 
sea-launched cruise missile capability

https://media.defense.gov/2020/Sep/01/2002488689/-1/-1/1/2020-DOD-CHINA-MILITARY-POWER-REPORT-FINAL.PDF
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/oct/7/putin-joe-bidens-openness-renewing-new-start-key-e/
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Feb/02/2001872886/-1/-1/1/2018-NUCLEAR-POSTURE-REVIEW-FINAL-REPORT.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Feb/02/2001872886/-1/-1/1/2018-NUCLEAR-POSTURE-REVIEW-FINAL-REPORT.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Feb/02/2001872886/-1/-1/1/2018-NUCLEAR-POSTURE-REVIEW-FINAL-REPORT.PDF
https://www.state.gov/u-s-strength-and-alliance-relationships-the-worlds-most-successful-nonproliferation-tools/
https://www.state.gov/u-s-strength-and-alliance-relationships-the-worlds-most-successful-nonproliferation-tools/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/T-paper-series-18-Nuclear-Architecture-1-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/T-Paper-Series-W76-Final-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/T-Paper-series-SLCM-N-Final-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/T-Paper-series-SLCM-N-Final-508.pdf
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Military-Civil Fusion

targeting foreign technology areas

global ambitions of the Chinese 
Communist Party

began to sound the alarm about MCF

U.S. Government’s pathbreaking revision of 

civil-nuclear export control policy in October 2018

Entity List

MCF-related threat 
awareness diplomacy around the world

coalitions of caution

depredations, technology theft, and strategic 
manipulations

PRC colonization of 5G 

telecommunications markets

tougher 
semiconductor export control rules

emerging and foundational technologies
MCF-related visa screening procedures

https://www.state.gov/military-civil-fusion/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/why-china-technology-transfer-threats-matter/
https://www.state.gov/ideological-grievance-states-and-nonproliferation-china-russia-and-iran/
https://www.state.gov/ideological-grievance-states-and-nonproliferation-china-russia-and-iran/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/chinese-technology-transfer-challenges-to-u-s-export-control-policy/
https://www.state.gov/competitive-strategy-vis-a-vis-china-the-case-study-of-civil-nuclear-cooperation/
https://www.state.gov/competitive-strategy-vis-a-vis-china-the-case-study-of-civil-nuclear-cooperation/
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/policy-guidance/lists-of-parties-of-concern/entity-list
https://www.state.gov/preventing-us-industry-exploitation-by-chinas-military-civil-fusion-strategy
https://www.state.gov/preventing-us-industry-exploitation-by-chinas-military-civil-fusion-strategy
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/coalitions-of-caution-building-a-global-coalition-against-chinese-technology-transfer-threats/
https://www.state.gov/the-civil-nuclear-secto-nonproliferation-and-great-power-competition-rebuilding-global-leadership/
https://www.state.gov/the-civil-nuclear-secto-nonproliferation-and-great-power-competition-rebuilding-global-leadership/
https://www.state.gov/huawei-and-its-siblings-the-chinese-tech-giants-national-security-and-foreign-policy-implications/
https://www.state.gov/huawei-and-its-siblings-the-chinese-tech-giants-national-security-and-foreign-policy-implications/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-DPR-Formatted-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-DPR-Formatted-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/T-Paper-Series-16-Export-Controls-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-paper-Visa-Policy-Final-1-508.pdf
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2005 Report on Adherence to and 
Compliance With Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and 

Disarmament Agreements and Commitments

OPCW 

European 
Union has imposed sanctions

https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/avc/rls/rpt/51977.htm
https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/avc/rls/rpt/51977.htm
https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/avc/rls/rpt/51977.htm
https://www.dw.com/en/french-swedish-labs-confirm-navalny-poisoned-with-novichok/a-54918924
https://www.dw.com/en/french-swedish-labs-confirm-navalny-poisoned-with-novichok/a-54918924
https://www.rferl.org/a/opcw-confirms-novichok-like-nerve-agent-used-in-navalny-poisoning/30878775.html
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/15/923982672/eu-sanctions-russian-officials-over-navalny-poisoning-citing-chemical-weapons-us
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/15/923982672/eu-sanctions-russian-officials-over-navalny-poisoning-citing-chemical-weapons-us
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2005 
Compliance Report

2020 Compliance Report

pointed out in 2019

Entity 
List

with the Russian biological weapons 
program

 

https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/avc/rls/rpt/51977.htm
https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/avc/rls/rpt/51977.htm
https://www.state.gov/2020-adherence-to-and-compliance-with-arms-control-nonproliferation-and-disarmament-agreements-and-commitments-compliance-report-2/#_Toc43298165
https://www.state.gov/biosecurity-biological-weapons-nonproliferation-and-their-future/
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/policy-guidance/lists-of-parties-of-concern/entity-list
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/policy-guidance/lists-of-parties-of-concern/entity-list
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/08/27/2020-18909/addition-of-entities-to-the-entity-list-and-revision-of-entries-on-the-entity-list
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/08/27/2020-18909/addition-of-entities-to-the-entity-list-and-revision-of-entries-on-the-entity-list
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as I told 
the U.S. Senate in 2018

 

mixes elements of competition with elements of 

cooperation
middle way

prioritized 
focusing upon “chokepoint” technologies

https://www.banking.senate.gov/download/ford-testimony-8-20-18
https://www.banking.senate.gov/download/ford-testimony-8-20-18
https://www.state.gov/re-learning-a-competitive-mindset-in-great-power-competition/
https://www.state.gov/re-learning-a-competitive-mindset-in-great-power-competition/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/T-paper-series-Tango-FINAL-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-DPR-Formatted-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-series-DPR-Formatted-508.pdf
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Iran’s 
non-compliance with its CWC obligations

reorganize and reform its 
nonproliferation programming

 

https://www.state.gov/2020-adherence-to-and-compliance-with-arms-control-nonproliferation-and-disarmament-agreements-and-commitments-compliance-report-2/#_Toc43298165
https://www.state.gov/2020-adherence-to-and-compliance-with-arms-control-nonproliferation-and-disarmament-agreements-and-commitments-compliance-report-2/#_Toc43298165
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/reforming-nonproliferation-programming/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/reforming-nonproliferation-programming/
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direction in October 2017

cutting off Iran’s potential pathways

seeking diplomatic resolution of the 
Iran proliferation crisis Secretary Pompeo’s 
vision for a negotiated solution

possible undeclared nuclear material

 

implementing sanctions against illicit transfers

Working Group on Missile Proliferation

Warsaw Process on the Middle East

2019 Missile Defense Review

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-iran-strategy/
https://www.state.gov/the-strategic-logic-of-u-s-iran-policy/
https://www.state.gov/towards-a-successful-comprehensive-and-enduring-negotiated-solution-with-iran/
https://www.state.gov/towards-a-successful-comprehensive-and-enduring-negotiated-solution-with-iran/
https://www.state.gov/after-the-deal-a-new-iran-strategy/
https://www.state.gov/after-the-deal-a-new-iran-strategy/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/IAEA-Safeguards-FINAL-T.pdf
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/nonproliferation-with-attitude-counterproliferation-tools-and-diplomacy-in-u-s-foreign-policy/
https://www.state.gov/opening-statement-at-the-warsaw-process-working-group-on-missile-proliferation/
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-and-poland-announce-details-of-the-warsaw-process-working-groups/
https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Interactive/2018/11-2019-Missile-Defense-Review/The%202019%20MDR_Executive%20Summary.pdf
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2018 U.S. National Cyber Strategy
working to add elements of 

deterrence to America’s cyber diplomacy

existing framework of responsible state 

behavior in cyberspace

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/National-Cyber-Strategy.pdf
https://www.state.gov/responding-to-modern-cyber-threats-with-diplomacy-and-deterrence/
https://www.state.gov/responding-to-modern-cyber-threats-with-diplomacy-and-deterrence/
https://www.state.gov/cyberspace-security-diplomacy-deterring-aggression-in-turings-monument/
https://www.state.gov/cyberspace-security-diplomacy-deterring-aggression-in-turings-monument/
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National Space Policy

disingenuous 
Russian and Chinese diplomatic games

including Russia’s actual placement 
and testing of counterspace weapons in orbit

 

Lethal Autonomous Weapons 

Systems

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-unveiling-america-first-national-space-strategy/
https://www.state.gov/whither-arms-control-in-outer-space-space-threats-space-hypocrisy-and-the-hope-of-space-norms/
https://www.state.gov/whither-arms-control-in-outer-space-space-threats-space-hypocrisy-and-the-hope-of-space-norms/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/T-Paper-Series-Space-Norms-Formatted-T-w-Raymond-quote-2543.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/T-Paper-Series-Space-Norms-Formatted-T-w-Raymond-quote-2543.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-Series-2-LAWS-FINAL-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-Paper-Series-2-LAWS-FINAL-508.pdf
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2018 Conventional Arms 
Transfer

https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/T-paper-series-Cybersecurity-Format-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/T-paper-series-6-Strategic-competition-508.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/national-security-presidential-memorandum-regarding-u-s-conventional-arms-transfer-policy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/national-security-presidential-memorandum-regarding-u-s-conventional-arms-transfer-policy/
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opening paths for the U.S. civil nuclear industry’s 
resurgence

first announced in 

early 2019

https://www.state.gov/the-civil-nuclear-secto-nonproliferation-and-great-power-competition-rebuilding-global-leadership/
https://www.state.gov/the-civil-nuclear-secto-nonproliferation-and-great-power-competition-rebuilding-global-leadership/
https://www.state.gov/a-new-approach-to-civil-nuclear-cooperation-policy/
https://www.state.gov/a-new-approach-to-civil-nuclear-cooperation-policy/
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develop and promote a modest reformulation of UAS 

export standards

used its national discretion

 

 

institutionalizing 
nuclear security “best practices”

rededication to core principles

https://www.state.gov/the-case-for-reforming-the-missile-technology-control-regime/
https://www.state.gov/the-case-for-reforming-the-missile-technology-control-regime/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/T-Paper-series-13-UAS-2-508.pdf
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/nuclear-security-challenges-and-opportunities/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/nuclear-security-challenges-and-opportunities/
https://www.state.gov/nuclear-security-rededication-and-refocus/
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promoting the 
peaceful uses of nuclear technology worldwide

into diverse 

arenas

 

nuclear security
preventing nuclear smuggling

https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/sharing-the-benefits-of-peaceful-nuclear-uses/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/sharing-the-benefits-of-peaceful-nuclear-uses/
https://www.state.gov/nuclear-technical-cooperation-benefits-from-the-nonproliferation-regime-for-the-developing-world/
https://www.state.gov/nuclear-technical-cooperation-benefits-from-the-nonproliferation-regime-for-the-developing-world/
https://www.state.gov/nuclear-security-rededication-and-refocus/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/preventing-nuclear-smuggling/
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International Partnership on Nuclear Disarmament 

Verification

to steer global 

disarmament debates

Nuclear Vision Review

Creating an Environment for Nuclear Disarmament

CEND process

each exploring a 

critical series of questions

not by wishing these challenges away but rather 

by seeking to address them

Preamble

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/text/
https://www.ipndv.org/
https://www.ipndv.org/
https://www.state.gov/our-vision-for-a-constructive-collaborative-disarmament-discourse/
https://www.state.gov/our-vision-for-a-constructive-collaborative-disarmament-discourse/
http://www.newparadigmsforum.com/NPFtestsite/?p=2041
https://www.state.gov/reframing-disarmament-discourse/
https://www.state.gov/lessons-from-disarmament-history-for-the-cend-initiative/
https://www.state.gov/moving-forward-with-the-cend-initiative/
https://www.state.gov/moving-forward-with-the-cend-initiative/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/where-next-in-building-a-conditions-focused-disarmament-discourse/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-international-security-and-nonproliferation/where-next-in-building-a-conditions-focused-disarmament-discourse/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/text/


Arms Control and International Security Papers       Volume I, Number 25  |  January 8, 2021 

Four Years of Innovation and Continuity in U.S. Policy: Arms Control and International Security Since January 2017 

20 

 

 

ACIS Papers series

https://www.state.gov/arms-control-and-international-security-papers/
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champions of American diplomacy employed at the U.S. 

Department of State

https://www.state.gov/about/professional-ethos
https://www.state.gov/about/professional-ethos
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